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or Conveniency for preparing the 
Ol: Asphalt I, may be furnified 
with //, by Mr. William Bartlett, 
Chemift> in Lothbury, 



T O 

^■^Dr, EDWARD BARRY, 

F E L L O jr OF THE 
ROYAL COLLEGE 

OK PHYSICIANS. 
SIR, 

/nr^ H E Search after Specifics has been 
I of late Tears fo frequent^ the Succefs 
of tbofe mofi recently received as fuch fo 
adequate to the general ExpeHationy and 
after all, their real Merit fo little determin'd^ 
that it may jufily he douhtedj ^whether to e>c^ 
tend the Knowledge of a Remedy firongly re- 
commended, he to do mofi Good or Harm to 
Society, 

In deed^ "whilji a Medicine capable of curing 
a Difeafe whate'ver he it's Caufe^ or howfo- 
ever varioMfly fuch Caufe he modified in dif- 
ferent Conftitutions, is not thought impof 
fible to be founds we need not wonder much 
at the Frequency of the Purfuit, 

Tor 
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For^ heftdes the Temptation of certa'm 
' Fame ami Emolument to the Inventor^ no, 
'previous Culture of the IntelleH feems very 
neceffary for the Application of fuch fort of 
Medicines-^ — no careful Attention to Symp.' 
toms^ — no laborious Study of the Obfervations 
of former Jges^ or of different Nations. On 
the other handj an Fiippocratic Diligence 
in remarling the mofl minute Appearances 
of Difeafes^ altho" it may gradually produce 
a more accurate Diftin^ion of CaufeSy and 
the Knoijoledge thereby acquird be more folidy 
proceeds flowly^ and requires Labour ^without 
End: whilf Life is too jhort for an Indivi- 
dual to^expe^ he can add much to "what is al- 
ready hioison'^ and Acquijitions thus made pro- 
curing no fame nor profit to the Acquirer, he 
mufi be fatisfied 'with the Confcioufnefs of dif- 
charging his Duty, and the uncertain Hope of 
a little poflhumous Praife from a 'uery few. 

An Endeavour to multiply our Refources 
in Cafes of Difficulty and Danger may ne- 
verthelefs he ufef ul : provided neither Jgnor- 
^..rc nor Indolence ^reftdes at the Experi- 
ments ? 
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ments) provided too credulous an ExpeBatkn 
of the wonderful on the 07ie Side^ or Preju- 
dice on the other ^ renders not the Prefer iber 
inattentive to tho/e minute circumfiances:, 
^hich fometir/ies prevent^ or infure Succefs. 
How often does even the Bark fail^ in the 
cure of Intermittents ? How feldom is the 
Failure juftly attributed to the Medicine 
only P 

fVhether or not we have been in too much 
Hafie to make our praBice fimpJe, before we 
had fufficiently analyzed Difeafes to deduce 
our Indications with fupcient Simplicity^ 
and JuflnefSj Iprefurne not to decide* Certain 
it is, that too much has often been expeB- 
ed from a fimple Remedy : and it is no lefs 
certain:, that very ftmple Difeafes do not 
fq often occur to the 'Judicious^ as to thofe 
who unable to fee deeper than the Surface-, 
fuppofe nothing can exiji beyond their View. 

But however this be : in the following Ca- 
fes^ thd related perhaps with too much Bre- 
vity^ enough is faid of the 01: Afphalti to 
excite Curio fity : and the Cafe of a Patient 

iinlap^. 
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mhapfil)! affe^ed "with an internal Ulcer d-^ 
tton^ ( which I may 'probably hereafter detail^) 
having indue d me to procure this Tranjla- 
tion^ I have committed it to the Prefsy in Or- 
der that the Medicine may undergo a more 
fever e and extenjrve Trial in England, Shou'd 
it, like fame others lately introduced^ not per- 
fectly anfwer our Wifhes^ yet from compar- 
ing a Variety of trials, fame farther Injight 
into the Nature and Effe^s of internal Sup- 
puration ma]} perhaps be derived, — when th^ 
Evidence of EaB^ faithfully and accurately 
fated is laid before the Public. 

}f the dangerous Nature ofthefe Complaints 
in themfelves be conftderd^ — how often they 
occafion^ or are complicated with the moft per- 
plexing Symptoms^ — and how much is faid in 
the id Paper to prevent Expiation from 
rumnng wild ; there may be Reafan to hope 
this Medicine will not become popular : and 
that it will be employed only by Men of 
Science^ who know when^ and with what 
Combination of other Medicines to give It — 
Men who delight in improvement, and who 

are 
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are accufiom'd to ohferve with Accuracy, 

fhefe ^aUtks, SIR^jo'm'd to theSuhjeB^ 
naturally brought TOU to my ^thoughts. For 
'who has Jhewn more Attention to pulmonic 
Suppurations f Who has treated of them more 
judkloujly ? Excufe this feeble Tribute of 
Praife^ dilated no lefs by the Jufiice^ than 
the RefpeSi of 

SIR, 

your obliged 

andhumhle Servant 
r HO: HE A L D E, 

Fefichurch Buildings 

London. 
Dec. 1 8th, 1768. 



THE USE OF 

OL, ASP HALT I 

I N 

ULCE RATIONS 

OF THE 
VISCERA. 

by M. HOFKENS de COURCELLES, 

?^M#Mg O cure an inveterate Ulceration of 
^ T C$0 any of the principal Vifcera. is not 
Sm§mS a Matter of the fmalleft Importan- 
ce, the common Practice being at- 
tended with little, or no Succefs. A Medicine 
hath, in all the Cafes wherein I have tried it, 
fucceeded perfedlly. It is not the part of a 
good Citizen, to fay nothing of a Fhyfician, 
to keep in Referve any thing which can ref- 
cue a Fellow-creature from a ]')ifeafe, much 
lefs from aimofl: certain Death. This Medi- 
cine, GcnihrnQn^ I fhall lay before you, to- 
gedier with a few Cafes of which I had taken 
an Account. 

It 
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Ic confifts only of an Oil diftiil'd from the 
Afphalliim, or Bitumen Judaicim, and the 
Manner in which I have had itprepard is the 
following. 

R. Jfphaiti Jive Bitum: Judaic : %j 
Salis decrepitati %fs 
Arena pur a %jfs 
Put thefe into a Retort, and diftlll with a 
jftrong fire. There comes over firfl: a little 
Water, which you may throw away, taking 
Oil the Recipient, or let it remain with the 
Oil, to be feparated afterwards with a Funnel. 
There comes next a black Oil, which is pre- 
cifeiy what I make ufe of. Continue to draw 
it off whilft it continues of a black, or deep 
brown colour. 

The A^Ianner of vSing it, is, to give from 
ten to fourteen Drops in a Morning fading, 
and the fame quantity going to Bed. I have 
given fourteen j^rops four times a Day^ at 
the medical hours, w ithout any oppreffion or 
confiderable diforder. Perhaps twice as much 
may be given. The Dofe mav be varied ac- 
cording to the Age, and Strength, the Nature, 

and 
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and Duration of the Difeafe. It is moft con- 
veniently taken drop'd upon Sugar. 

Case the i ft. 

Cornells Hiiifinan^ about 20 lears old, of a 
conftituticn tolerably good, had an HeSlic 
Fever after the Small Pox accompanied with a 
difcliarge of Matter : for which, after having 
tried feveral Medicines a long Time in vain, 
he afk'd my Advice. I found his Fever con- 
tinual, increafing in the afternoon, with Sweats 
about Morning, and a foul Slough on the 
Tongue : his Urine faetid, of a deep brown 
Colowx, zndi purulent: his Breathing difficult, 
a tickling Cough affecting him fomedmes for 
hours together, and the Difcliarge from die 
Breafl: fsetid uid putrid Matter. The 7th of 
lafl: July I gave him the Oil, ten Drops of 
which he took twice a Day. 1 heard nodi- 
ins: of him till the a<5th, when he caxe to 
me witli a joyful ( ountenance, ' free from 
Fever, his Appetite natural, and no remains 
of his Diforder but a crude expectoration at 
fome Times, fuch as happens upon a Cold, 

and, 
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and which fcon after vanilh'd. During the 
Cure he avoided faked Meat, and evry thing 
heating. 

Case the id, 

Lena Berkhoiid, 28 Years old, of a Sanguine 
Conflitution, and Aflhmatic from her Infancy, 
contra6led a Pleurify four Years ago, after an 
Affright at Amftcrdam, which terminated in a 
Suppuration of the Lungs: and the difeafe in- 
creafing in fpite of the Medicines employ 'd, 
fhe this Year afk'd my Advice. On the leaft 
Motion f^ie panted for Breath : Ihe had a'littic 
Fever which was augmented after Eating, and 
expeclorated a foetid Matter. The fccond of 
July Ihc began the Drops : on the 1 5th fhe 
expedo rated little, breath'd tolerably well, 
her Alenjes, which had Jong been milling re- 
appear'd, and before the end of the Month 
fcarce any thing of her complaint was to be 
obferv'd. The Regimen dire6led was, what 
is ufuai in fccli Cafes, anlifeptic\ and of eafy 
digeilion : but after her recovery Hie own'd 
flic had not abilain'd from any-thing : having 

feveral 
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.everal times eacen fry'd Bacon, and die like : 
which however blameabie, fhews not iefs the 
power of the A4edicine. 

Case the jd, 

Lena Bont, Aged about 30, from a fall 
down Stairs three Years ago, got a fevere 
Bruize of the Loins, wliich was thought dan- 
gerous by the Surgeon attending. At length 
fuppofing herfelf cur'd, fhe came to Alkmaar 
from jiniflerdam, in fearch of a Service. She 
had however fome time after a continual Pain 
in the Loins, augmented on change of Wea- 
ther, till about half a Year ago, whenfhe be* 
gan, after fome violent motion, to difcharge 
Matter by Urine, and fhordy after to raife the 
fame by Coughing and Vomiting. To no 
purpofe Avere the Medicines advis'd, and in 
March this Year fhe apply'd to me for Allifl:- 
ance. I found her affected with an he5iic Fe- 
ver, much opprefs'd, and her Breathing fliort 
in the higliefl Degree, fo that die Speech faul 
ter'd. She rais'd a large quantity of fsetid 
Matter by Coughing; and difcharg'd alfo the 
fame by Urine, 
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Urine, which was fome times bloody, Jike that 
expe6lorated. The difcliarge of Matter was 
fo great as fometimes to amount in one Nidit 
to more then a Quart : and all this without 
the leafl: relief, but rather with an Aggrava- 
tion of die Symptom.s. I g ive her Emollients, 
Expedlorants^ gende Diuretics &c without A- 
mendment. The Cortex alfo did nothing : fo 
that I was conftrain'd to ufe the Oil, which 
I had delay'd for fear it's ufual fmell fhoud 
incommode the Family, who, from a gene- 
rous compiiffion, were unwilling to difmifs 
the Patient from their fervice. She was or- 
der'd the Drops the bcgining of May, and 
her Strength daily increafing, die Fever de- 
clining, and her Appetite growing better, be- 
fore the end of July fhe had recoverd diat 
Strength, which Ihe had been lofing for 
Three Years paft, and at this Time holds 
her Place here without any complaint. , 

Case the 4th, 

Ary Krans, an Inhabitant of the Sea-coaft, 
66 Years old, and of ftrong Fibres, is now 

ufin^ 
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ufing the Medicine, and altlio' at this Day not 
quite cur'd, has neverthelefs found great A- 
mendment- About a Year ago he fell upon 
the fide of the Breaft, and the 28 of July 
laft alk*d my Advice. He had a full Coun- 
tenance, Fibres relax'd, a continual Fever which 
increased after Eating, a pain in the place 
ftruck by his fall, a Cough, and Expectoration 
fsetid, purulent and bloody. I at the firft di- 
redled him ten Drops twice a Day, and the 
29th, of Auguil: found him in a better State, 
the Pain above mention'd gone, the Cough 
very little, the Expectoration without Blood, 
white, in fmall quantity, and the Breathing 
eafy : but he was weak, and his Countenance 
full. I diredled fome Cordials with the Me- 
dicine. 

. I might recite more Cafes ; but thefe arc 
Examples fufficient, and I have declar'd be- 
fore that it has done Service to all upon whom 
I have tiy'd it. 



Jlkmaar, September 5th, 17(^4. 
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I N C E my former Communication con- 



^ cerning the OL Jfpbalti in the 8th vol. 
of your Tranfadlions, I have remarked that 
Some have approv'd of it, others have doubt- 
ed, and many negledied it. This would not 
have been ajuf^ Reafon for my writing again 
on the fame Subjedl, being very fenfible that 
this Medicine could not in a fliort time gain 
the general Approbation : f nee other Me- 
dicines, however convincing their Efficacy, 
have requir'd half a Century to efface the 
Prejudices caus'd Ly Self-fufficiency, and A-» 
verfion to new difcoveries. Add to thefe. 
Trials ofien improperly made, from Ignor- 
;ince of tlie Difeafe itfelf : a mucous difcharo;e 



Paper the ad, by the fame. 
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being taklfn for Pus from ulcerated Lungs^ 
and the Oil employ'd for it's cure, even by 
Perfons in fome Reputation: of which in this 
Ibort time 1 could produce many Examples. 
But I am obliged to enlarge a litde upon the 
Subject, finding the Ulceration I {poke of* 
taken in a more extended Senfe than 1 ever 
defign'd. If by the cure of an inveterate Ul- 
ceration I had mean'd a Cure, not of that Dif- 
eafe only, but of all the Difeafes of a dif- 
ferent Nature attending it 5 I Ihou'd have de^ 
parted from Truth, in faying, my Trials had 
fucceeded in all T'emperaments and Perfons* 
Far from this: I have been forc'd to fee 
many die fince I knew this Medicine^ not 
having been able to remove the preceding 
Diforder, which rendered the Cure impof- 
fible, and demanded Medicines of a very dif- 
ferent Clafs. 

I thought it felf-evident, where the Caufe 
of a Difeafe was underftood which prevented 
the Cure, that fuch Caufe ought firfl: to be 
removed by remedies dire(5led particularly 
thereto. I never fuppos'd it neceflary for ex- 

B ample 
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ample, where an Ulcer happens in the Blad- 
der from the Irritation of a Stone, to fay, Firft 
remove the Stone, and then try to cure the Ulcer ^ 
Experience however fhews, that this is not to 
be imprudently done. I fhall here relate 
fomc Cafes, merely to point , out the Reafons 
why a Cure is fometimes not obtain'd. . 

Case the i ft, 

A certain Youth had for fome years an A- 
crimony of the fluids, which gradually increaf- 
•ing, not only wafted him, but began to cor- 
rode die Veffels in different places : feveral 
Spots appeard in the Legs, a Bleeding at the 
Nofe fomedmes came on, he was ftiff, full 
of pain, and his Saliva acrid. At length die 
Acrimony corroded die Veftels of the Lungs,, 
and a bloody Expecloration enfued, which 
foon terminated in an Ulceration. This having 
condnued two or three years whilft the A- 
crimony remained uncorredled, was attempted 
in vain to be cur'd by the 01: Afphalti, 

If Acrimony then and Corrofion of Veffels 
j^roduce an Ulceradon, 'ds eafy to conclude 

that 
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that a Medicine appropriated to the latter, can't 
poffibly remove the Caufe, which muft con- 
tinue corroding as before. Now if it be 
fo fharp as to corrode Fibres already full 
grown, will it not more eafily deftroy fuch 
as are forming, the very beginning Granula- 
tions of flefh, by which the Wound mufi: be 
closed ? To form good Matter the circulating 
fluids muft be balfamic .• a Condition dire6lly 
oppofite to fuch Acrimony. Thus, Surgeons 
conftantly obferve, that when Ulcers happen 
in the Legs or other parts, from degenerated 
Juices, they are not to be cur'd by the Reme- 
dies apply'd, however in other Refpecb ef- 
ficacious, before the Cacoch'^im or bad Habit 
is remov'd by other Remedies, or the corro- 
iion, in the place at leaft, prevented. 

Thefe two contending Circumftances being 
obferv'd by Galen, made him pronounce the 
Ulcer incurable without removing the Caufe. 
He fays, thofe Ulcers of the Luugs only are 
" incur able, which are cans' d the Erojion of 
" the 'Vitiated 'Juices: hecanfe of tlx great 
*^ Length ofT'ime neccjjary in order to correH 
B2 them 
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them. " ( * ) 

Wc here fee what that great Phyficiaa 
deems neceffary e're it be pofliible to cure fuch 
a Difeafe ; and that far from firfl thinking of 
Remedies to heal the Ulceration, we ought 
Jirji to amend the Juices. If more Authori- 
ty be necelTary, let us inftead of all others, 
produce that of the fagacious Bennet, who in 
his Theatrum Tabidorum fays, he does not 
remember to have ohferv^d any one air'd whofe 
Lungs were corroded, without having the 
" whole Mafs of Blood fweeten'd, "(f) 

Cafe 



( * ) ex lis vero qui Ulcus in Fulmone 

habent, ii/oli mihi infanabiles videntur, qui ex 
" Sued vitioji Erojione illud habcnt: nam longo 

arbitror tempore omnino opus cjfeut Succicor- 
" rigatur Vitium, " Meth : Med : Lib V. 
cap. 14 Ed. Junt. 

( f ) " Neminem quidem, cui Pulmo erofiis 
^'^ fuerit fine Sanguinis totius Edukoratione cu^ 

ratum memini, " Pag, ^o. 
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Case the 2d, 

A Child had fome years lince an Eruption 
on the Head, which being imprudently re- 
peird, caus'd a Corrofion and Ulcer of the 
Lungs, for which alfo the Oil was employ'd, 
and to no Purpofe. 

Here it is no lefs eafy to perceive, 
that this particular Sort of Acrimony, many 
different Species of which may affedl the 
Body, ought to have been corredled as well 
as in the former Cafe. But we alfo Icnow 
by many Examples, that Nature having once 
chofen the place of Expulfion, fometimes 
does not readily obey, till the Matter to be dif- 
charg'd is again brought back to the chofen 
place. Cou'd the Oil drive this ilfatter to 
the place where fhe had us'd before to dif- 
charge it? 

Case the 3d, 

A Perfon 28 years old, all whofe Anceftors 
even to the 4th Generation died of Confumti- 
ons of the Lungs, had already fome years born 
Marks of this Tendency imprinted ilrongly. 

Nature 
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Nature had fometimes reliev'd herfelf by 
a Bleeding at the Nofe, which being once 
ftop'd imprudently, a Bleeding from the Lungs 
fucceeded, and foon after an Ulceration : of 
which a Cure having been unfuccefsfully at- 
tempted by the Oil, it was thence conclud- 
ed, however weak the foundation, that it 
w^as not of Ufe in any Ulcer. But I afk 
any Judge of thefe Matters if the Oil cou'd 
be much depended on in fuch a Cale ? An 
hoereditary Infection had here preceded, and 
who knows not the Changes of fluids and 
folids which are found in fome lingular Idiofjn- 
trafies} Who can afceitain what was in this 
Cafe the particular Conformation of Parts? 
What fort of Degeneration in the fluids or 
Solids ? Could a Medicine calculated for die 
Ulcer, and which could be apply 'd only by 
means of the circuhdnG; fluids, be of much 
Service in this particular unknown Change, 
2nd where perhaps the bell that could be 
done was to palliate ? Could the Ulcer be cur'd 
without having firft remov'd the preceding 
Defeneration? If appears to me impoffible. 

I 
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I might relate more Inftances of a fimilar 
Nature: but fliaJl only lay, that I have not 
found the Medicine feiTiceable, employ 'd 
Jingiy, ex:cept in fuch Ulcers as were the Con- 
fequence of Bruizes, Inflammations or Ab- 
fcefles, in Bodies previoufly found. In Ulcers 
of the Bowels, however faetid, purulent, or 
Ichorous the Matter was, I have obferv'd it 
to be tlie m-ft powerful Remedy : and it has 
beenfo, altho' an heclic Fever had been exci- 
ted by the Abforption of the Matter. I fj^eak 
only as I have found : .and defire that if Peo^Je 
find the Oil, ev'ry thing being duely noted, 
do little Service to fome, they will carefully 
examine if fome Indifpoiition be not atten- 
dant, which retards the Cure, and let that be 
firfV remov'd by proper Medicines. I fliall. 
make farther Trials, and whenever it diHip- 
points my Expe6lation, fhall not fail to pub- 
lifh the Cafe, the firfi: Opportunit}^ 

Great care muft be taken in the Choice 
of the Oil. I have had fome counterfeit; fome, 
from which the Water had not been fepar- 
ated. An ounce of Fkko-m is o-enerallv taken 

from 
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from of Bitumen. A pitchy, reddifh Sub- 
fiance is driven over by a flrong fire, which 
has lefs fmell, and which I have not try'd. 
A Bitumen is fold which when rubb'd with 
Salt yields no fsetor. This alfo I have not 
try'd left it was adulterated. 

Thus much I thought in might be ufeful 
to fay in Support of the Cure by the 01: 
Afphalti, and fhall here add the Cafe of a 
Patient labouring under both Ulceration and 
Acrimony. 

Case the 4th, 

Marytje Ganze, Wife of Dirk Dignum, 34 
years old, and fubjedl to rheumatic Pains, 
after a Cold four years ago had an unexpect- 
ed Flooding, Paying little Regard to the 
Complaint, and ignorant that fhe was Preg- 
nant, fhe continued her Work andmlfcarried. 
Her Cold increas'd, and her Cough was 
attended with a Pain betwixt the Shoulder 
blades, which removed thence to the right 
Side, where it fixed : fo that it was very 
troublefome when fhe cough'd and fhe cou'd, 

Neither 
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neither lie on that Side, nor bend herfelf. 
In this Condition, except a little Increafe of 
Fever and Oppreffion, fhe continued two 
Years and an half; when one Day flie was 
feiz'd with a Faintnefs and Anxiety, and 
raifd a large Qmntity of Matter ^ which feem'd 
to come from the very place in the right 
Side, where the Pain had fix'd fome years 
before. According to all the Symptoms, a 
Vomica Pulmonis had broke. The fharpnefs 
of the Juices, apparent before this Diforder 
from the fhooting Pains, fait Saliva, &:c, ha- 
ving prevented the healing of this Abfecfs^ it 
fome time after became a putrid Ulcer. At 
this time, viz. January 1765, I was call'd in, 
and found her in the following State. Her 
Body was emaciated, extremely enfeebled, 
and full of Pain : her Vifage pale^ her Fever 
continual, and incrcafing towards four or live 
after Noon : her Pulfe low and weak, the Ex- 
peftoration perfedl Matter, fometlmes watery 
with litde granulous Subftances^ fometimcs 
bloody and of a faline Tafte. In thefc Cir- 

cum* 
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cumftances fcarce knowing what Method to 
pnrfiie, I gave her the 01: Jfphaiti, But ob- 
ferving little Benefit from the Ufe of an Ounce, 
1 gave her inftead of it, EduJcorants, and ve- 
getable PeBorals of the mucilaginous kind : 
upon the conftant Ufe of w^hich the Pain abat- 
ed : the Breaft remaining the fame, except 
that the Cough was fomewhat lefs. The 
Patient being fupported by Alms, and the 
Phyfician of the Town, according to the Cuft- 
om here, being changed quarterly. She in 
April fell under the Care of M. Fan den 
Berg, who continued the Ufe of Editlcorants. 

In July fhe again came under my Dire6lion: 
when obferving the Acrimony pretty well 
fheath'd, altho' neither Expectoration nor 
Fever were much alter'd, and that the Pa- 
tient was now confin'd to her Bed, I again 
gave her the Oil. She gain'd Ground ; the- 
Expedtoration w^as uniform in Colour, white, 
purulent, and of fimiiar Ccnfiftence. I repeat- 
ed the Medicine: but was foon after at a 
i^and, when the Patient told me that as foon 

as 



IN ULCERS OF THE VISCERA. 19 

as Ihe -Qs'd it {he rais'd pure Blood. I was 
furpriz'd a little : bnt more fo when fhe add- 
ed, that this Oil had not fo fetid a fmell, nor 
the fame Tafte as the former : and upon ex- 
amining it in both Relpedls, I found it was 
not fuch as it ought to have been. I caus'd 
fome genuine to be procur'd, and lince the Ufe 
of it the right Side is become free, flie can 
bend upon it and turn as formerly, die Fever 
is gone, her Strength is returning, tho' flow- 
ly, and fhe already does her houfehold Bu- 
linefs. The Merifes which were obftrucled 
appear'd about a Month ago, and are now 
return'd at the due time. About a fortnight 
fince {he felt fome Pain in her Side, fhoot- 
ing into the Abdomen, and again upwards: 
which being found to arife from Worms, 
I gave her Medicines for their Expuilion, 
and the Pain ceas'd after the Difcharge of 
a large Quantity of Jfcarides. The Breaft 
is well, and no Fever has appeard fince laft 
Auguft. 

I have caus'd from four to fix Drops of 

tlie 
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the Oil to be given twice a Day to two 
Children, who, during die Suppuration and 
beginning Deliccadon of the Small Pox, la- 
bour*d under a very putrid Fever : and found. 
It ceas'd in one the next Day : in the other 
it w^as lefs the Day following, and the 3d 
Day quite gone. 

Whether this was to be afcrib'd to 
tlie Medicine, or to the natural Courfe of 
the lUnefs, I am unable to determine, not 
having made any more Trials. 

Alkmaar Odlober ift, 1765. 
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XTRACTS relative to the natural 
and chemical Hiftory of the Drz/g. 



AsPHALTUM. Bitumen luDAicuM Officin. 
Bitumen fub-friabile atrum. Linn. Syft. Nat. 

A Bituminous Subftance, hard and fria- 
ble, of a purplifli, fhining black ; taken from 
the Earth in fome Countries , and often from 
the Sea, in a State of Softnefs, and gradually 
condenfed to the ufual Hardnefs. It is com- 
monly fpurious, being made of Pitch and 
fome Empyreumatic mineral Oil. Neufcha^ 
tell furnifhes the beft. Internally taken it 
gives Relief in Colic Pains. V o g £ l Mat, 
Med. Ed, ult,, P. 392. 

That is prefer'd which is brought from 
yudaa, and particularly from the Dead Sea^ 
whence it's Name. Buckner, Fund^ Mat, 
Med. P. 133. 

It is not often among us to be met with, 
it's place being fupplied by different bitum- 
inous Subftances: fometimes by the Caput 
mortuum remaining after the Diftillation of 
Amber, and fometimes by common Pitch. 
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It's melting in the Fire only partially or not 
at all, and the Quantity of Afhes it leaves on 
burning, diftinguifh it from all thefe Sub- 
ftances. Lewis on the Mat. Med, 

Neuman examined three Sorts: the black- 
\{h brown native Bitumen, the befl: officinal 
Sort, of a blacker Cok^iir, fomewhat bright ; 
and an inferior one, black and glofly like com- 
rmvs. Pitch. 

The Native has no fmell, is not a6led up- 
on by Water, highly redlified Spirit of Wine, 
Oil Olive, nor the effential Oils of Anifeed 
or Turpentine. In the fire It grew red hot 
like Turf, and when cold fell into Powder. 
Held over the fire in a proper Veffel it did 
not melt, but crumbled as before, and emit- 
ted a Vapour which took Flame on the Ap- 
p 'oach of a piece of lighted Paper. Four 
Ounces diftili'd in a glafs Retort yielded only 
three Drams of an Oil greatly refembling 
the Pctroka, but more Empyreumatic ; and 
a little Pblegm. It was obfervable in the 
Diflillation, that the bituminous or oily Mat- 
ter in feparating from the earthy parts, vi- 

fibly 



APPENDIX. 23 

fibly melted, and then arofe in invifible Va- 
pours: whereas in open Veffels there was 
no Appearance of Fuiion ; the Oil imme- 
diately exhaling in the Air. The Caput mor^ 
tuum weigh'd tliree Ounces and an half: two 
of which were reduc'd by Calcination to one 
Ounce fix Drams, and yielded on Elixation 
with Water, feven Grains of an alcaline Sub- 
ftance, but not a pure alcaline Salt. 

The beft Officinal Sort, ( viz. of the Bran- 
denburgh Shops ) is of a difagreeable Smell 
like that of Garlic or Jja fatida : foluble 
both in Oil Olive, and the dlMVd Oils of 
Anifeed and Turpentine, and uniting in the 
fire with Pitch and Wax. A fmall Portion 
of it is taken up by reftified Spirit of Wine : 
about two Scruples of fpirituous Extra6l be- 
ing obtained from two Ounces. It fwims un- 
touched on the Surface of d'lMM Vinefrar 
and Spirit of Salt : to Spirit of Nitre it gives 
a yellowifh Tinge, partly Avims ou the Sur- 
face, and partly falls to the bottom : to Spirit 
of Vitriol it gives a deeper Tinfture, and to- 
tally fwims. It tinges alcaline Lixivsa yel- 
lowifh ; 
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loivifli ; finking in the cauftic, floating on the 
finiple. Vinous Spirit of Sal ammoniac ex- 
tracts tlie deepeft colour, the watery Spirit 
a very llight one : it finks in the former, in 
the latter, part of it fwims. Four Ounces 
yiekied on Diftlllation two Ounces five Drams 
and one Scruple of Oil, and about two Scru- 
ples of Phhgm only ; above an Ounce of Ca- 
-put mortiLum remaining. The Oil was thick- 
iili, of a dark brown Colour, with a ftrong 
Smeil and Tafle likeNthofe of Garlic; rifing 
firft in white, then in yellow, and at lail in 
darker coloured Vapours. As foon as the yel- 
low Fumes ajppear'd, the Matter in the Re- 
tort began to melt. Nothing {slmQ could be 
extradled by hot Water from the Oil, or 
tlie calcined Caput moriiiiim. 

The inferior Pitch-like Jfphalttm melted 
as eafily as common- Pitch. From four Oun- 
ces I obtain'd almofl three Ounces of a dark 
brown Oil : about half a Scruple of Phlegm, 
and the Refiduum making up the Ounce: 
fcarce any thing faline being difcoverable in 
the Refiduum by Calcination and Elixation 

with 
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with Water. Two Ounces being digefted 
in reaified Spirit of Wine, the filtred Li- 
quor Jeft on DiMation fifteen Grains of Ex- 
trad : the Spirit drawn over fmelling of Gar- 
lic or Jfa fatida. Upon digeftiiig a Scruple 
in two Drams of reftified Spirit, no vifible 
Solution being made, I added an hundred 
Drops of Oil of Savin : the Spirit there-upon 
appeared confiderably tinged. On digefting 
another Scruple of the Powder with one 
Dram of Oil of Savin, nearly all the Af- 
phaltum was foon diflblv'd : on addiog rec- 
tified Spirit of Wine it was thrown down 
again, and the Spirit fcarcely appeared to be 
tinged. 

From thefe Experiments it is evident^ that 
the officinal Afphalta are very different from 
the native Bitumen. Thofe of other 
Countries feem no more genuine than ours : 
for we find in Dit Hamel^s hiftory of the 
French Academy of Sciences, that %\i of 
the french Jfphditum yielded fourteen Oun- 
ces of Oil : vvrhilfi: the native Afphaltum yields 
not one fourth fo much. Neumans works 
tranjlated by Levvis. P. a 43, and feq. 
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